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Firetide Mesh helps south Dallas residents fight back against crime  
 

Dallas Police Department and community collaborate to extend wireless video surveillance network to 

Jubilee Park neighborhood  
  
LOS GATOS, Calif. — Firetide, Inc., a leading developer of wireless mesh networks, today announced the deployment of 
a Firetide wireless video surveillance network in South Dallas, Texas, following the installation of a similar system in 

downtown Dallas earlier this year. The new surveillance network is the result of a collaborative effort between the Dallas 
Police Department, which manages the system, and Jubilee Park and Community Center Corporation, the non-profit 
organization driving community redevelopment activities at Jubilee Park, a community in South Dallas.  

“We believe the Jubilee Park wireless surveillance network is the first example in the nation where private, non-profit 
and public sectors are working together to protect a community,” said Tom Harbison, chair of the Anti-Crime Task Force 
for Jubilee Park and Community Center Corporation. “The system is having a real impact on crime at Jubilee Park, and 

the community support of the project has been tremendous.”  

Jubilee Park is a neighborhood with a history of high crime: 80 percent of area residents report being victimized within 
the past year. To date in 2007, there have been six assaults, six robberies, and 25 burglaries in the Jubilee Park 

neighborhood, according to police records. In 2006, there was one homicide, two rapes, 13 assaults, and 26 burglaries.  

Firetide wireless mesh and Sony cameras have been installed at intersections throughout the community and are 

controlled by the Dallas Police Department, providing police with the capability to monitor activity in real time. “This 
system allows us to do things we normally cannot do in a community,” said Dallas Police Chief David Kunkle. “It gives us
24-hour visibility. What citizens and businesses always want, but we can’t provide, is a police officer on every corner. To 
an extent, this mesh network and these cameras allow us to do that.”  

The Dallas Police Department tapped BearCom, a nationwide provider of wireless communications solutions, as the 
designer, integrator and overall manager of the Jubilee Park installation, following the successful downtown surveillance 

project. The Jubilee Park system includes Firetide mesh nodes and Sony IP pan-tilt-zoom cameras, which have been 
housed together in weatherproof enclosures and mounted on street lights and traffic signal poles. Firetide mesh nodes 
provide wireless connectivity to the Dallas Police Department for real-time video streaming. Police officers at Dallas City 
Hall monitor the live video feeds using OnSSI video management software.  

According to Harbison, as the result of the new surveillance system that went live in September of 2007, police officers 
have been dispatched to the area more than 100 times and made 30 arrests – two thirds of which were drug-related. 

“The Dallas Police Department started seeing success from the new system just days after the installation, when a drug 
deal was caught on tape during our initial training session for the officers,” added John Watson, chairman of BearCom.  

“The expansion of the Dallas wireless video surveillance system to the Jubilee Park neighborhood demonstrates the 

scalability and cost-effectiveness of our mesh infrastructure,” said Bo Larsson, chief executive officer, Firetide, Inc. “Our 
technology allows communities to easily expand their networks over time and puts the latest in IP video surveillance
technology within financial reach of every community across the country.”  
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One-third of the cost for the system was covered by the South Dallas Development Fund, and the other two-thirds were
covered by private donations to the Jubilee Park and Community Center Corporation. The Firetide mesh network and 
surveillance cameras are part of a $250,000 crime-fighting plan for Jubilee Park, which includes business and resident 
watches, stepped up police and private patrols, “drug free zone” efforts, prevention programs, alley cleanup and 

improved street lighting. More cameras are scheduled for installation when additional funding becomes available.  

About Firetide Inc.  
Firetide is the leading provider of mesh networks that enable concurrent video, voice, and data for municipal, public 

safety, and enterprise applications. Firetide HotPort® mesh nodes and HotPoint® access points provide a reliable high 
performance wireless infrastructure and access solution for video surveillance, Internet access, public safety networks, 
and temporary networks wherever rapid deployment, mobility, and ease of installation are required. Headquartered in

Los Gatos, Calif., Firetide is a privately held company with worldwide product distribution. www.firetide.com.  

About BearCom  
BearCom provides a broad line of high-performance wireless communications products, services, and complete mobility 

solutions. Founded in 1981, BearCom is America’s only nationwide dealer and integrator of wireless communications 
equipment, serves customers from 27 branch offices located throughout the U.S., has several affiliated offices around
the world, and employs more than 400 people. BearCom is headquartered in the Dallas, Texas area. 
www.BearCom.com.  

Contacts  
Firetide 

Ksenia Coffman, 408-317-8985 
kcoffman@firetide.com 
or 
Edelman for Firetide 

Travis Murdock, 650-740-6055 
tmurdock@ar-edelman.com  
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