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Jubilee Celebrates 
New Soccer Field

In October, Jubilee Park 
celebrated the dedication 
of our new state-of-the-
art soccer field. The new 
field is the result of a 
collaboration between the 
Embassy of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
the FC Dallas Foundation, 
and will benefit hundreds 
of children at Jubilee 
and the wider southeast 
Dallas community on a 
year-round basis.  The 
UAE Embassy donated 
the funds to construct the 
field, and FC Dallas will 
provide on-going soccer 
clinics and coaching to 
support Jubilee Park’s 
growing soccer program.  

The dedication was 
attended by Dallas 
Mayor Mike Rawlings, 
His Excellency Yousef Al 
Otaiba, UAE Ambassador 
to the United States, Dallas 
City Councilman Adam 
Medrano, Clark Hunt, 
Chairman of the Hunt 
Sports Group, FC Dallas 
President Dan Hunt, and 
FC Dallas players. Over 100 
local children attended the 
event and participated in a 
soccer skills clinic to mark 
the occasion organized by 
FC Dallas players and staff.

The Jubilee Park field is 
the first field that the UAE 
Embassy and FC Dallas 
have built together. Dallas is 

Letter From the CEO
If you don’t measure it, you can’t improve it.  These 
words have become a mantra for our work at Jubilee.  
Over the last few years, we have made the changes 
necessary to be a truly data-driven organization.  With 
each of our programs, we ask ourselves, how are 
the lives of community members better as a result?  
 
In a recent interview with the Wall Street Journal, Bill 
Gates advocated for strong measurements in nonprofit 
work saying, “I have been struck by how important 
measurement is to improving the human condition. You 
can achieve incredible progress if you set a clear goal and 
find a measure that will drive progress toward that goal.”

Every organization wants to deliver quality services.  In 
recent years developing programs based on evidence 
of what works and proving it through evaluation 
has become considered not only best practice, but is 
required for funding.  At Jubilee, we are focused on 
continuous learning and developing practices that 
move our organization toward greater effectiveness. 
For the first time this year Jubilee hired a full-time 
quality assurance coordinator.  Their job is to develop 
and assess outcome measures for all programs, create 
curriculum and provide educational training for staff.  

With the right data, we can make sound budgetary 
decisions on staffing, programming and fundraising.  As 
you know, nonprofits must make every dollar count. Data 
analysis helps us determine if we’re spending money in the 
right areas and getting a worthwhile return on investment.  
At Jubilee we are continuing to embrace the evaluation 
process so we can follow the path to improvement and 
truly say we are doing the best we can do, fulfilling 
our mission, and having a lasting impact on lives.

Chief Executive Officer

the sixth U.S. city to receive 
the gift of a soccer field 
from the UAE Embassy. 

The Embassy has 
collaborated with local 
community partners 
across the U.S. to provide 
deserving children access 
to quality programming by 
building new soccer fields 
in Washington, DC, New 
York City, Chicago, East 
Los Angeles and Miami.

“Playing soccer was an 
important part of my 
childhood – the sport 
provides a valuable chance 
to empower children 
and teach them about 
teamwork,” said Yousef Al 
Otaiba, UAE Ambassador 
to the United States. “Ben 
Leal and the wonderful 
team at Jubilee have done 
so much to build a great 
soccer program for kids 
all across Dallas. And 

more importantly, as I have 
learned, this community 
center does incredible work 
for the entire community, 
every single day.  From 
after school care, to 
providing meals to seniors, 
to offering enrichment 
classes for local residents, 
we couldn’t be happier 
about partnering with a 
place like Jubilee. And 
now, thanks to our work 
together, Jubilee has the 
best soccer field in Dallas!”

“Our students are excited 
for the new field and 
we’re all honored to have 
been chosen by the UAE 
Embassy and the FC Dallas 
Foundation to receive 
such a remarkable gift,” 
said Jubilee CEO Ben Leal.

Photo courtesy of FC Dallas
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In an effort to bring more 
life to the Jubilee Park 
library, volunteers from 
Saint Michael & All Angels 
offered their talents to 
paint a new mural on 
the blank library walls. 

Sally Schupp, Susan 
Johnson and Mary 
Elizabeth Schleier all 
participated by sketching 
and painting a fun and 
colorful mural on the 

walls of the library. All 
three women studied art 
together at SMU and have 
painted many murals 
together during mission 
trips in Tela, Honduras. 

The goal of the library 
project was to provide 
a more suitable 
learning environment 
for the students with 
a focus on literacy. 
Sally Schupp has been 
involved with Jubilee since 

it was founded in 1997. 
“We wanted to make 
reading look fun,” said 
Sally. “I am delighted 
with the way it turned 
out and I hope that 
the kids find it fun.”

We could not be more 
grateful for their time 
and their talent.  The 
beautiful new mural has 
truly brought reading 
to life for the students.

Twice a week third grader 
Mia steps out of her 
classroom in the after 
school program and 
meets with a tutor.  Mia is 
more than a year behind 
in her reading skills and 
the one-on-one tutoring 
is helping her catch up 
with her classmates.  

She is enjoying her 
time in the tutoring 
program, “I love coming 
to Jubilee.  I am getting 
help with my homework 
and I read much better.  
Ms. Jean is really nice.” 

Jubilee’s tutoring 
coordinator, Glenda 
McKinney, has been 
thrilled with Mia’s 

progress, “She has really 
started to blossom.  So 
many of our students are 
at-risk of falling farther 
behind as they get older.  
One-on-one tutoring takes 
away the distractions and 
helps students like Mia 
build self-confidence.”  

Ms. McKinney, a teacher 
with DISD for over 20 
years, oversees the tutoring 
program, providing  
tailored lesson plans 
and training volunteers.  

Education task force co-
chair and retired teacher 
Jeanie Laube knows first-
hand the importance 
of tutoring, saying “It 
is critical for Jubilee to 

have an active, caring 
tutoring program for our 
after school students. 
The mentoring and the 
educational experience 
will change a young 
person’s life. I would 
encourage volunteers to 
sign up and work with 
our students to see what 
a powerful and positive 
difference they can make.”   

Tutors are asked to commit 
to one hour per week for 
the academic school year.  
If you are interested in 
becoming a tutor in the 
after school program, 
contact Allison Johnson 
volunteer@jubileecenter.
org or 214-887-1364.

to coordinate the project. 

Julia said, “It was a very 
gratifying experience for 
me personally, as my own 
two boys take part in many 
events Jubilee Park offers. 
This is their ‘home park’, and 
to come here and be able to 
give back to my community 
generated a feeling in 
my heart next to none.” 

picnic tables for the park, 
painted the fence surrounding 
the old church and hosted a 
social event for the seniors 
that included lunch and 
an arts and crafts project. 
They were even able to 
help with some landscaping 
at the community center. 

Julia Carrasco, Executive 
Assistant in the Analog-
HVAL Department, helped 

Volunteers from Texas 
Instruments visited Jubilee 
on October 3rd for a day of 
impact through United Way.  

The group brought in more 
than 30 volunteers to help 
with various projects at the 
community center.  TI wanted 
to have a teambuilding 
activity where they could also 
give back to the community.
Volunteers assembled new 

A Day of Impact with Texas Instruments

Library Makeover

Tutoring for Success
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It proved to be another 
successful summer this 
year at Jubilee Park. Our 
summer camp served 
over 300 students in 
Kindergarten through 
8th grade. The theme 
this year was “Go Green,” 
with an emphasis on 
exploring environmental 
issues through science, 
reading and math. 

“Summer camp at Jubilee 
provides the students 
with an opportunity to 
explore different academic 
areas while interacting 
with committed staff and 
volunteers who ensure 
the children are having a 
great time while learning,” 
said Diana Ayala, Program 
Delivery Manager.

The goal of Jubilee’s 
summer camp is to reduce 
summer learning loss. On 
average, children lose 2-3 
months worth of reading 
and math skills throughout 
the summer. The summer 
camp provides children 
with hands-on enrichment 
activities, breakfast, lunch 
and a healthy snack. 

The Dallas Arboretum 
provided classes daily to the 
children in environmental 
science. The students were 
also able to go on field 
trips to the Arboretum 
and the Perot Museum. 

Volunteers helped make 
the summer camp a big 
success with more than 
20 volunteers assisting 
in the classrooms each 
day. and serving as 
field trip chaperones. 

The middle school 
students got the 
opportunity to spend a 
whole week at the YMCA’s 
Camp Grady Spruce, 
where they participated 
in outdoor activities 
including canoeing, 
archery and swimming. 

Various groups put on 
special events for the 
students, including the 
ExxonMobil Community 
Summer Jobs Program. 

Summer Camp Goes 
Green!

They hosted their service 
project at Jubilee and 
planned an environmental 
carnival for the kids. 
The carnival had lessons 
and crafts devoted to 
the environment. They 
even had a visit from 
Captain Planet himself ! 

Justice Soksovann, a 2nd 
grade student at O.M. 
Roberts, participtated in 
the first summer session 
and said his favorite part 
was visiting the Perot 
Museum and learning 
about dinosaurs. “I want to 
be a paleontologist!” 

Next year’s summer 
camp is sure to inspire 
even more children.

What Your Gift Can Do

provides backpacks and 
school supplies for three 
children for the school year.

provides 50 youth  
and teens with field trips  
to area museums.

provides a much needed 
handicap ramp for  
the community center.

provides five AmeriCorps 
members to serve in the 
after school program for a 
year.

provides a healthy meal  
for 50 seniors.

provides a month’s worth  
of supplies for the  
after school program.

The Addy Family The Perot Foundation Mary Stewart and Jim Ramsey

Michele and Bob Axley  
Don Baty
Rosemary Briggs
Jack Burk
Susan and Vance Campbell
Becky and Mike Casey
Katharine and Bill Felder
Marilyn Halpin
J. Davis and Winnie Hamlin
Marilyn and Tom Harbison

Bea and Walt Humann
Anne and Bill Johnson
Suzanne and Konrad Kaltenbach
Samira Kline and Reverend 
Andrew McCarthy
Mary Ann and Allen Lassiter
Carolyn and Tav Lupton
Maria and David Martin  
Shirley and William McIntyre 
Margaret Mebus 

Kay Moran  
Paula and Jon Mosle
Karen and Bill Pardoe
Katherine and Bob Penn
Jeff and Darrel Rice
Debra and Lewis Ropp
Linda and Ellis Skinner
Nancy and Jim Skochdopole
Allison Simon 
Patrick White

Peggy and Mark Anschutz
Alexandra Brousseau
Jean and George Coleman
Judy H. Gardere
Lolly Gossett
Rue and Tuck Henry

Marta and Colin Holden
Richard Kelley and Mike Davis
Jeanie and Rex Laube
Benjamin Leal
Mary Swain (Lou) Sabo
Grady and Mary Elizabeth Schleier

Arden and Larry Showalter
Salle W. Stemmons
Anna Walker
Kay and Leo Whelan
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wiggins III

Pledged donations of $50,000 
annually for three years.

Pledged donations of $5,000 annually 
for three years. 

Pledged donations of $1,000 
annually for three years. 
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Get Involved

Our volunteers are what make the broad range of Jubilee’s programs possible. Whatever time you 
have to give, there are volunteer opportunities that will fit your interests and schedule. 

Jubilee Park’s fifth annual 
National Night Out 
was held on October 7. 
National Night Out is a 
nationwide event that 
started as an effort to 
promote involvement in 
crime prevention, police-
community partnerships, 
neighborhood camaraderie 
and send a message to 
criminals letting them 
know that neighborhoods 
are organized and 
fighting back. 

Jubilee’s event is one of the 
largest National Night Out 
celebrations in Dallas, with 
more than 400 attendees 
this year. Community 
members gathered for 
food, fun and activities. A 
new tradition of hosting 
the event as a block party 
started this year, with 
vendors and activities 
set up along Bank Street. 

Volunteers from Saint 

Michael’s and the Jubilee 
community helped with 
set up, serving food and 
games, including a bounce 
house and street tennis. 

“The goal of National 
Night Out is to enhance 
relationships between our 
local police authorities 
and the community and 
encourage neighbors 
to get to know one 
another,” said Candace 

Thompson, Director of 
Community Outreach. 
“It was a great success.”  

“It brings the community 
together. Anybody. 
regardless of their age, was 
enjoying themselves,” said 
Jubilee Park community 
member, Maria Montes.
We are looking forward to 
another successful National 
Night Out next year.  

Anyone would see James 
Collier, with his lanky 
frame and easy-going 
demeanor in his pink 
checked shirt tucked into 
shorts, and be certain he 
was a college student.  But 
Mr. Collier is definitely 
Mr. Collier, aged 58, 
father of four and long-
time volunteer for the 
twice-weekly Senior 
luncheon at Jubilee.

James’s history is full of 
challenges, twists and 
turns and surprising 
choices.   Yet it is a life 
soaked through and 
through with grace and a 
triumph of the spirit that 
is nothing if not inspiring. 

The youngest of a brood of 

abandoned children from 
Oklahoma, James and his 
older brother were taken 
into the home of Margaret, 
a saint if there ever was 
one.   As their foster 
mother, Margaret raised 
both boys as her own.  
Only a few years after the 
boys arrived, Margaret’s 
husband died.   Margaret 
was an exceptionally fine 
mother, and the boys 
did quite well in school, 
with James graduating 
in the top 10 percent of 
his high school class.   

Although he received 
a scholarship to the 
University of Texas at 
Austin, James did not 
feel he could accept 
it, deciding instead to 
continue his financial 
help  for Margaret, joining 
the Marine reservists on 

weekends in addition to 
his regular employment. 

As Providence would have 
it, Margaret’s house was 
immediately next door to 
a pastor who served St. 
Mark’s Missionary Baptist 
– right in the heart of the 
Jubilee Park neighborhood.   
This pastor not only 
guided James through his 
maturing process but also 
introduced him to his wife 
of 47 years, Alice.   When 
troubles came to their 
home, it was the pastor 
who guided James up yet 
another rung on the ladder 
of his life-defining faith. 
  
In the midst of his busy 
life, it is a wonder that 
James would be such a 
regular volunteer.  “My 
kids went to the After 
School program,” he says, 
“and I played basketball 
with the young people.   My 
kids even worked over here 
and received scholarships 
through Jubilee.   My son 
was a soccer coach once 
even.  I just want the 
opportunity to give back.”    
What is it that draws him 
to this specific volunteer 
task?    “It’s what God 
wants me to do.  When a 
person so down comes in 
– with just genuine hunger 
– well, I can hand them a 
hot meal.  Just the basics.”

Just the basics, indeed.

•	Teacher’s	aides	are	needed	 
for the after school program. 
One afternoon a week, 
volunteers help elementary  
and middle school students  
with homework.

•	Join	a	task	force.	Our	public	
health, education, anticrime, 
economic development, public 
safety, and sports task forces 
help transform the community.

•	Become	a	tutor	for	an	
elementary or middle school 
student. Volunteers spend one 
hour a week helping students at 
O.M. Roberts Elementary.

•	Assist	with	the	monthly	 
senior bingo game. Seniors  
play bingo, receive healthy 
meals, and have educational 
speakers. Volunteers are 
needed to help on bingo day 
and to solicit prizes.

•	Help	out	in	the	children’s	
education garden. Volunteers 
are needed to help keep the 
garden looking beautiful.

•	Join	the	events	committee	and	
help plan community projects.

If you would like to find out 
more about how you can 
help, contact our volunteer 
coordinator at 214-887-1364  
or volunteer@jubileecenter.org.

Giving Back

Seventh Annual National Night Out a Success

Photo courtesy of Bachman Hand Photography

Written by Cynthia Sample
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Jubilee welcomed the 
students in the after school 
program with a “Back to 
School Bash” in September. 
The event for families 
enrolled in the after school 
program gives students and 
parents a chance to get to 
know the staff and Jubilee. 

“I think it was great 
because of the energy 
and excitement about 
coming back to the school 
year and knowing it was 
a new year of learning 
and opportunities,” 
said Candace 
Thompson, Director of 
Community Outreach. 

The event kicked off with 
a motivating welcome by 
Donovan Davis, better 
known as Mr. Donovan, 
an advocate for healthy 
lifestyles for kids. 
Everyone was encouraged 
to participate in games 
led by Mr. Donovan and 
a healthy snack walk. 

Volunteers from Saint 
Michael’s participated 
by helping with the 
games and providing 
food from Rusty Taco. 

Members from the Jubilee 
Young Leaders sorted 
school supplies and 
distributed them at the 
end of the event. Each 
child enrolled in the after 
school program walked 
away with a brand new 
backpack full of supplies.

Avery Cereceres, a 4th 
grade student in the after 
school program, said he and 
his family had a great time 
at the event. He was able to 
sign up for soccer at Jubilee 
as well as the cub scouts. 
“It was fun! It made me 
excited for the after school 
program,” Avery said.

We are excited to have 
the students back for 
what is sure to be 
another great school year.  

Jubilee Park is excited 
to launch a new young 
professionals group, the 
Jubilee Young Leaders. 
The goal of the Young 
Leaders is to engage young 
individuals in Jubilee’s 
work to improve lives and 
strengthen community 
in southeast Dallas. 

The group kicked off with 
an event in June. The 
Young Leaders recently 
sponsored a school supply 
drive for the after school 
program. For their first 
volunteer event, members 
sorted and distributed 
those school supplies to 
students at the annual 
Back to School Bash. 

They will host various 
networking and volunteer 
opportunities throughout 
the year. The Young Leaders 
are headed by a leadership 
team including Alex 
Brousseau, Sarah Galaro, 

Melanie Gordon, Whitney 
Jones and Anna Lassiter. 

“I was inspired to become 
active in Jubilee Young 
Leaders after being 
introduced to the mission 
and practice of Jubilee 
Park,” said Sarah Galaro. 
“Jubilee Young Leaders 
offers an invitation to a 
network of like-minded 
professionals from 
across disciplines, all 
committed to developing 
skills in leadership and 
advocacy. The future 
success of this group will 
be shaped by members 
who take full advantage 
of this opportunity 
in service to both the 
organization and their own 
professional development.”  

If you are interested in 
becoming a member, please 
email Allison Johnson at 
volunteer@jubileecenter.
org or call 214-887-1364. 

Back to School Bash
Young Leader Whitney Jones helps pass out backpacks at the 
Back to School Bash..

Jubilee Launches Young Professionals Group
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