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Dear Jubilee family, 

Thanks to you, Jubilee Park has entered its 21st year with incredible 
momentum! It’s exciting to see the level of quality and professionalism 
among the ranks at Jubilee, and to see our community making the most of 
our growing programs and services. 

Last year, we won the SMU Luminary Award for changing lives through 
education, launched the only free mental health program in South Dallas, 
earned national recognition for our commitment to data-based outcomes, 
and of course celebrated our 20th anniversary with an outstanding group 
of nearly 800 friends. This year is already proving to be just as thrilling.

In this our inaugural agency report, we’ll go into more detail about 
last year’s gains, challenges, and findings as we showcase what our 
neighborhood has accomplished together over 20 years. You’ll see that 
our work has created a strong foundation for the next generation of 
residents to thrive. 

It’s a joy to look back as we prepare for our next big steps: the launch 
of our Specialized Student Support Program, another five-year strategic 
plan, a growing financial assistance program for those in need, and some 
interesting developments in workforce readiness. 

I hope you are as proud as I am of the ideas, talent, and opportunities that 
you’ve helped build at Jubilee. This year will be all about implementing, 
mobilizing, and executing upon that potential, and we can’t wait for you 
to join us! 

With love, respect, and community,

Ben Leal

A WORD FROM OUR CEO

I hope you are as 
proud as I am of 
the ideas, talent, 
and opportunities 
that you’ve helped 
build at Jubilee. 

Jubilee Park is a catalyst for 
comprehensive community 
revitalization and enrichment in 
Southeast Dallas, with emphasis on 
the education of children and adults. 

Above: Children in the Jubilee Afterschool program enjoy the park on “Favorite Sports Team” day.
Cover: Girls in Jubilee’s STE[a]M-themed summer camp jump rope on the basketball courts.
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COUNCIL OF HONOR

Dear friends, 

It is my great pleasure to serve as your Board Chair at Jubilee Park & Community 
Center this year. My wife Maria and I have been volunteers and supporters at 
Jubilee Park for decades, and I am proud to continue my service to Jubilee.

Over the years, my involvement at Jubilee has taken many forms. In the early days, 
we gave of what little time we could spare while juggling the demands of a busy 
family—I know many of you can relate! From reading with children to wrapping 
holiday gifts to serving as a crossing guard, we knew we were helping improve 
lives and strengthen community with every hour served.

Since then, our service has evolved to leadership positions within the Education 
Task Force, the I Believe in Angels project, and Jubilee’s Board of Directors and 
Endowment Board. Meanwhile, we’ve been fortunate to be able to expand our 
financial support as well.

At last year’s 20th Anniversary gala, we were proud to include our children and 
grandchildren in the celebration of Jubilee’s milestone birthday. It was a blessing 
to see three generations of our family around the table for a cause we have grown 
to love. 

The coming year will bring many new challenges and opportunities for Jubilee 
Park, and I look forward to helping navigate them along with the Board, staff, and 
committed volunteers. We’ll have more ways than ever for you and your loved 
ones to get involved, too. I hope you’ll take a moment to think about the skills and 
resources that you have to offer, and find a way to put it to great use at Jubilee. 
As this is our year of strategic review, please don’t hesitate to let us know your 
thoughts.

You’re sure to find some inspiration within these pages (or maybe even see 
yourself inspiring others) as we set out on another year of improving lives and 
strengthening communities. 

Yours in service,

David Martin

DAVID MARTIN
Chair, Board of Directors

A WORD FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

A Jubilee volunteer coaches the Pre-K and Kindergarten soccer team.
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NATIKI recently became a first-time homebuyer in the very same neighborhood where she grew 
up! She still can’t believe how much the neighborhood has improved, and is proud to live near her 
family with her four-year-old son Damarion. When Natiki moved into her home on Congo Street, she 
recalled the days when her parents wouldn’t let her go near this street. “There was nothing good on 
Congo when I was a kid. Me and my friends, we weren’t allowed to even walk down here. Now here 
I am buying a house!” Natiki loves that her extended family still lives nearby, and that she can take 
Damarion to the park at Jubilee regularly. “I’m excited to raise him in the same neighborhood where 
I grew up, close to all his aunts and uncles.” You can be a part of experiences like this by helping 
with neighborhood safety, professional services, or coaching the four-year-old soccer team!

Did you know?
• Since its founding, Jubilee has built more than 28 

affordable homes and a 24-unit affordable senior 
housing complex in the 62-block neighborhood.

• One in three neighborhood children participate 
in Jubilee programs, which are the only free 
high-quality programs in Southeast Dallas.

• Eight in ten parents who live in communities 
of concentrated poverty agree that afterschool 
programs help working parents keep their jobs. 

Left: Natiki and her son entering their new home for the first time

BIANCA remembers when Jubilee first started. She and her family wondered 
“who are these people, and what are they doing in our neighborhood?” But they 
soon got involved and were eager to help. Bianca was one of the first afterschool 
and summer camp students, when her mother bravely enrolled her children… 
and then hovered in the background just to be sure it was a legitimate program. 
Bianca continued to volunteer as a high schooler, and got her first part-time 
job helping with the middle school program! She and her siblings were the 
first in their family to attend college—and all three of them graduated. After 
finishing college in Houston, Bianca now has a successful career in the insurance 
industry and has returned to Jubilee Park where her parents and grandparents 
live. She recently joined the Community Outreach Committee, and is eager to 
get back involved! You can help Bianca and her neighbors by joining the 
Safety Task Force, volunteering with Community Outreach, or helping with 
Jubilee’s monthly Block Walks to hand out flyers and build relationships. 

KARLA walked into the Jubilee living room to help us with our 20th 
anniversary story, and Mrs. Martha came running out of the kitchen with 
excitement. One of her “children” had returned! Karla had been a child in the 
Jubilee afterschool program in its earliest days, and had continued through 
elementary and middle school. She continued to live in the neighborhood 
while attending the University of North Texas to get her degree in Elementary 
Education. She now teaches 3rd grade at Jubilee’s neighborhood school, O.M. 
Roberts Elementary: the same school she attended as a child. Karla still 
loves Jubilee for the way it strengthens her neighborhood and for the help it 
provides her students. She goes to work each day with Jubilee as a resource 
and support system, and her students go to school each day knowing that a lot 
of people care about them! Want to help Karla create another generation 
of success? Help with reading practice during the day, homework help 
in the afternoons, or Saturday tutoring — our students need your help!

IMPROVING LIVES: 20 Years in Perspective
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YOUNG MEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE OF PARK CITIES  
is a group of young men and their mothers who want to make a positive difference 
in their community through service. Each year, they do a large volunteer project 
called “The Ultimate Gift.” In 2017 they chose to give their Ultimate Gift to 
Jubilee Park, helping to strengthen the relationship between Jubilee and its 
local elementary school. They helped design the project, gather supplies, and 
implement their idea. You can see what a great job they did building a “bridge” 
between the school and Jubilee! The butterfly-friendly plants they added to the 
school garden and in Jubilee’s education garden are budding for spring, and 
the walk from O.M. Roberts Elementary to Jubilee is studded with 50 metal 
butterflies attached to neighbors’ fences, trees, and mailboxes. What a great 
project to bring the community together! Love butterflies and gardening? 
Come help our kids learn about nature by working in the garden, showing 
them how things grow, and talking about how plants help the environment. 

WOMEN OF SAINT MICHAEL hosted their first annual 
Day of Service in 2017, with more than 60 women on site to volunteer at 
Jubilee Park. They gathered for a prayer with Rector Christopher Girata, 
then broke into small groups to garden, landscape, host senior bingo, 
create games for Jubilee’s Health Fair, rock babies at Jeanie’s Place, and 
read with toddlers at Davids’ Place. Chaired by Squeaky Connolly, the 
event helped new and existing volunteers from Saint Michael & All Angels 
Episcopal Church understand their parish’s role in the founding and long-
term success of Jubilee Park. The 2018 Day of Service was equally successful 
with the help of Sharon Snyder! Jubilee has a long history of strong female 
leadership, thanks in part to these women. Interested? Email us or follow 
us online to find out when the next volunteer event is coming up!

Did you know?
• Jubilee was grateful to welcome 856 volunteers 

for a total of 18,469 hours in 2017. 

• According to Points of Light, the monetary value 
of all those hours totals more than $435,130— 
a huge gift of time indeed!

• The top volunteer from the Jubilee neighborhood 
in 2017 contributed more than 900 hours!

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY: Block by Block
DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT has been a friend to Jubilee Park since Walt 
Humann first identified safety concerns as a common ground upon which to build trust between 
neighborhood residents and Jubilee volunteers. At the time, there were no stations nearby, and violence 
was so high that emergency calls frequently went unanswered. Since then, Jubilee’s campus added 
a storefront “sub-station” for use by a group of officers along with code compliance and community 
prosecutors. Improved relationships with the police department have resulted in a win-win scenario 
for not just Jubilee Park, but the entire City of Dallas: police officers now lead the local boy scout 
troop, assist with Pre-K parades, organize monthly crime watch meetings, help with National Night 
Out, and join in as many neighborhood initiatives as their busy schedules allow. The station was 
a highlight of Jubilee’s 2017 visit by HUD Secretary Dr. Ben Carson, and has been recognized as a 
model for community policing by former DPD chief David Brown as well as current chief Renée Hall.  
Want to get involved? Help out at Jubilee’s National Night Out event on October 2, join the 
Public Safety Task Force, or organize a police appreciation event for our neighborhood officers!
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Children 87,066 Adults 2,752 Seniors 783

MEASURING IMPROVEMENT & DEFINING STRENGTH
Jubilee measures the impact of its work through community surveys, 

program evaluations, participant assessments, and strategic partnerships.  

1,600
People Served

800 Children 500 Adults 300 Seniors

90,601
Hours of Enrichment
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FINANCIALS

Jubilee Park gives you 
confidence to do stuff 

you’ve never done 
before.
—Jarek

Teen Program and Theatre 
Workshop Participant

Everything Everything! Because Josue 
learns reading and writing here in Jubilee 
Park. His attitude is better, and he’s a very 
good boy. Josue does not want to ever 
come home because he loves Jubilee. 
Jubilee helped my family for fifteen years. 
Jubilee is the light to all of the dark times I 
had. I’m very happy here and I’m no longer 
depressed.

—Maribel  
Grandmother, Volunteer, and ESL Student

What do you like about Jubilee?

How do you think Jubilee Park  
improves lives and strengthens community?

by Samantha Campbell and Marvin Yeager

I’ve been coming to 
Jubilee for eight years. 

Jubilee helped my family 
and friends. Jubilee 

helps everyone! 
 —Sandra

Mom, Zumba Participant, 
and Kitchen Volunteer

Jubilee gives good 
services and helps you 
out when you need it, 
cooking good food for 
the seniors and giving us 
vegetables to eat. Jubilee 
gives us programs of 
painting and exercise. 
Jubilee strengthens the 

community by helping everybody around!
—Ms. Sarah 

Local Senior Citizen 

Jubilee offers classes for 
community members 
that help them move 
forward in their lives. The 
ESL classes give them 
a chance to learn the 
language. They realize 
learning English opens 
doors for them that they 
otherwise will not have. The atmosphere is 
warm and welcoming, safe. Jubilee connects 
them to community college, which in turn 
offers them the opportunity to further their 
education and or seek job certifications.

—Angela 
Advanced ESL Teacher

DID YOU KNOW? In 2018, Jubilee Park Endowment Fund made its first 
distribution, contributing $30,000 to general operation expenses at Jubilee Park.

*Figures represented are subject to annual audit.

  EXPENSES*
$1,550,370

  REVENUE*
$1,571,085

EDUCATION 

43%

INDIVIDUALS 

40%
FOUNDATIONS 

37%

14%
CORPORATE

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 

18%

10%
CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS

ADVANCEMENT 

9%

PUBLIC HEALTH 

5%
ADMIN. 

6%
NON-PROFITS  
& CHURCHES 

5%
MISC. 

4%

9%
PARKS &  

ATHLETICS
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JUBILEE PARK
TURNED 20!

Honorary Co-Chairs Peggy and Mark Anschutz and Co-Chairs Lydia and Bill Addy, with every 
past Jubilee Board Chair and CEO Ben Leal at Jubilee’s 20th Anniversary Sponsor Soiree.

From left to right: Peggy Anschutz, Rev. Dr. Mark Anschutz, Lydia Addy, Bill Addy, Jeff Rice, Tom Harbison, Ben Leal, and Walt Humann
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IN THE NEWS

WHAT’S NEXT?

HOW CAN I HELP?

VOLUNTEER JUBILEE YOUNG 
LEADERS

DONATE

Connect with Jubilee!

• Jubilee is eager to launch its Specialized Student Support (S3) 
Program this summer with a small pilot cohort of students—
stay tuned for key findings and the full launch this fall! 

• Jubilee is proud to partner with surrounding neighborhoods as 
a coalition-building effort in Southeast Dallas.

• Jubilee will advance its workforce programs as a function of 
its Economic Development pillar through job trainings, hiring 
fairs, and certificate programs.

Jubilee is excited to conduct a new strategic planning 
process that will outline its growth over the next one, 
three, and five years. We’ll unveil the plan later this year, 
but please let us know in the meantime if you have any 
suggestions or ideas!

• Featured in NBC 5’s “New Construction a Cause for Celebration 
in Jubilee Park”

• Awarded the 2017 Luminary Award for excellence in education 
from the Simmons School at SMU (top right)

• Hosted a summer camp baseball clinic with Major League 
Baseball Players Alumni Association (middle right)

• Highlighted in multiple publications for opening the first and 
only free mental health program in South Dallas (lower right)

• Named as the inspiration for a replication effort in the Las 
Vegas Trail neighborhood of Fort Worth

• Recognized as a top “Mover & Shaker” by Dallas Innovates

Whether it be once a week, 
once a month, or on occasion, 
Jubilee has a variety of 
volunteer opportunities for 
individuals and groups of 
all ages!

Young professionals from all 
industries come together to 
help support Jubilee Park in 
its efforts to improve the lives 
of Southeast Dallas residents. 

Help improve lives and 
strengthen community through 
financial or in-kind support of 
Jubilee Park.  Your gift today will 
make a difference in the lives of 
children and adults in need.

Get started today by emailing volunteer@jubileecenter.org.

@JubileeCenterDallas @jubileeparkdallas Jubilee Park & Community Center@JubileePark



917 Bank Street
Dallas, Texas 75223
214.887.1364
www.jubileecenter.org

Jubilee Park is a catalyst for 
comprehensive community 
revitalization and enrichment in 
Southeast Dallas, with emphasis on 
the education of children and adults. 




